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and see for themselves the grounds we are 
covering and the winning we are doing in 
Iraq. 

President Bush. One thing is for certain. 
My discussions with Prime Minister Allawi 
reconfirm to me that the world is much bet-
ter off with Prime Minister Allawi and his 
Government in power. And any statement to 
the contrary is wrong. The idea somehow 
that the world would be better off with Sad-
dam Hussein in power is an absurd notion. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:52 p.m. at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. In his remarks, he referred to 
Eugene Armstrong, an American citizen who was 
killed on September 20 by militants led by senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, and 
Jack Hensley, also an American citizen, who was 
kidnaped with Mr. Armstrong on September 16. 
Prime Minister Allawi referred to former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations in New York City 
September 21, 2004

Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished 
members of the United Nations community, 
excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, my coun-
try is honored to welcome you to New York. 
This is my fourth General Assembly, and I’m 
very pleased to be among you as we open 
the 59th session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly this year under the leadership 
of Foreign Minister Ping of Gabon. 

We last met in the shadow of a great trag-
edy. In August 2003, a terrorist attack in 
Baghdad took the lives of 22 servants of 
peace, including Sergio de Mello, who gave 
his life for the values of liberty and peace. 
We pledge, once again, to carry on their es-
sential work. 

That work is moving forward. U.N. offi-
cials are helping the people of Afghanistan 
as that nation moves toward an historic Presi-
dential election this October. In Iraq, you’re 
helping to build the infrastructure of democ-
racy and prepare the way for free and fair 
nationwide elections. In Sudan and Liberia, 

Haiti and other nations, this body has been 
working hard to bring security, humanitarian 
assistance, and stability to the people in des-
perate need. Much credit for these efforts 
is due to Kofi Annan, who has shown strong 
vision. 

Mr. Secretary-General, with admiration 
for your leadership and with confidence in 
this organization, I offer a toast to you and 
your service and to the United Nations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. at the 
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks, he 
referred to Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations; and Foreign Minister Jean Ping 
of Gabon, President, 59th session of the U.N. 
General Assembly. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included the 
remarks of Secretary-General Annan.

Proclamation 7819—National 
Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve Week, 2004

September 21, 2004

By the President of the United States of 
America 

A Proclamation 

Throughout our history, the members of 
the National Guard and Reserve have served 
our country with honor. Our Nation depends 
on the dedication of these citizen-soldiers, 
and our Guardsmen and Reservists rely on 
the support of their civilian employers to 
allow them to fulfill their service obligations. 
During National Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve Week, we honor the sac-
rifice of these brave men and women, and 
we express our gratitude for the commitment 
of their employers. 

As we fight terror and advance freedom, 
members of the National Guard and Reserve 
are making vital contributions around the 
world as fully integrated components of our 
Nation’s Armed Forces. At home, they are 
called on to protect our communities, pre-
serve order, and provide assistance in times 
of natural disaster, balancing the demands of 
their families, civilian careers, and military 
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